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AUGUST - the German siege of Leningrad
begins. It lasts for 872 days.

DECEMBER - Japan attacks Pearl Harbour. The
United States enters the war on the Allies’ side.

1942

NOVEMBER - Germany suffers defeats at Stalin-
grad, Russia and El Alamein, North Africa.

1943

FEBRUARY — German defeat at Stalingrad.

MAY — German and Italian troops surrender in
North Africa.

SEPTEMBER - the Allies invade ltaly.

1944

JANUARY - the Luftwaffe attacks targets cities
in Britain. This attack becomes known as the
‘Baby Blitz’ and continues until May 1944.
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JUNE - the Allies launch the D-Day landings in
Normandy, France. The first German V1 rocket
attack on London.

AUGUST - the Resistance uprising, Paris is freed
from the Nazis.

1945

APRIL - the Soviet army advances on Berlin. Hit-
ler dies in his bunker.

MAY — German troops surrender to the Allies. 8
May Victory in Europe (VE Day).

AUGUST - the United States drops atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Japan sur-
renders on 14 August. The war is over.

LEADERS DURING WORLD WAR TWO:

The Allies:

WINSTON CHURCHILL - British Prime Minister from
1940
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FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT — US President until his
death in April 1945

JOSEPH STALIN - leader of the Soviet Union

GENERAL BERNARD MONTGOMERY — commanded
Allies in the D-Day landings

GENERAL DWIGHT EISENHOWER — commanded US
troops in Europe and Africa

GENERAL GEORGI ZHUKOV — Russian commander
who seized Berlin in 1945

The Axis powers:

ADOLF HITLER — Germany’s dictator

BENITO MUSSOLINI - Italy’s dictator

EMPEROR HIROHITO - ruler of Japan

ERWIN ROMMEL - Nazi General known as the
‘Desert Fox’
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HERMANN GORING — Commander of the Luftwaffe
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HISTORICAL NOTE :

THE PEOPLE

Jimmy and his family are fictitious, but their
experiences are based on historical accounts of
people who experienced life in London during
the Second World War.

EVACUEES

In 1939, hundreds of thousands of children were
evacuated from London and other cities around
Britain. However, when the expected bombing
raids on cities failed to materialise, many par-
ents whose children had been evacuated de-
cided to bring them home again. By January
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1940 almost half of the evacuees returned
home.

Children who came back to London often
had nowhere to go and nothing to do. Schools
were closed, teachers were evacuated, dads
were called up, mums had to work, so the chil-
dren fended for themselves — and often got into
trouble.

TIMELINE

1933

After years of struggle following World War One,
the Germans vote for Adolf Hitler, leader of the
Nazi party, because he promises to make Ger-
many powerful again.

1939

SEPTEMBER - Hitler invades Poland on 1 Sep-
tember. Britain evacuates children from cities.
Britain and France (the Allies) declare war on
Germany on 3 September.

1940
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JANUARY - rationing begins in Britain.

APRIL — Germany invades Norway and Denmark.

MAY - Germany invades Belgium, France, Lux-
embourg and the Netherlands. Churchill be-
comes British Prime Minister. Allied troops are
rescued from the beaches at Dunkirk.

JUNE - Italy joins the war on Germany’s side.

JULY - the Royal Air Force defends Britain
against attacks by Nazi Germany’s air force, the
Luftwaffe. It becomes known as the Battle of
Britain.

SEPTEMBER - the Blitz begins and the Luftwaffe
continues to bomb Britain until 1941.

1941

JUNE - Hitler's armies begin the invasion of
Russia.
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