Word Classification Glossary
It is vital that children classify words according to their word class. Here is an explanation of the different word classes that children need to know.
	Word Class
	Explanation
	Example

	Determiner
	A determiner is a word that introduces a noun and identifies it in detail. 
Determiners can be: 
· Articles (a, an, the)
· Demonstratives (this, that)
· Possessives (your, his)
· Quantifiers (some, many)
· Numbers (six, sixty)
	They boy had a bag. 

This is your hat. 

I have some sweets. 

She has twelve balls. 

	Prepositions
	Words which show the relationship between two things. They often tell you where one thing is as opposed to another. 

	About, above, across, after, against, amid, amidst, among, amongst, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between, betwixt, beyond, by, down, except, for, from, in, into, near, of, off, on, over, round, since, though, till, to towards, under, underneath, until, unto, up, upon, with, within, without. 

Tom jumped over the cat. 
The monkey is in the tree. 

	Noun
	Nouns are sometimes called ‘naming words’ because they name people, places and things. 

Nouns may be classified as common (e.g. boy, day) or proper (e.g. Ivan, Monday)
	Tom is visiting Paris. 

I have a blue pencil case. 

Polar bears live in the arctic. 

	Adjective
	An adjective is a ‘describing word’. The surest way to identify adjectives is by the ways they can be used: 
· Before a noun, to make the noun’s meaning more specific
or
· After the verb to be, as its complement. 

Adjectives cannot be modified by other adjectives. This distinguishes them from nouns, which can be. 
	The pupils did some really excellent work. [adjective used before a noun, to modify it]


Their work was excellent. [adjective used after the verb to be, as its compliment]

	Verb
	Verbs are sometimes called ‘doing words’ because many verbs name an action that someone does. However, many verbs name states or feelings rather than actions. 

Verbs can usually have a tense, either present or past (also future). 
	He lives in Birmingham. [Present tense]

The teacher wrote a song for the class. [past tense]

He likes chocolate. [present tense, not an action]

He knew my father. [past tense, not an action]

	Adverb
	An adverb is a word which modifies a verb, which means that it tells you how, when, where or why something is being done. 
	Joshua soon started snoring loudly. [adverbs modifying the verb ‘started’ and ‘snoring’]

That match was really exciting! [adverb modifying the adjective exciting]

We don’t get to play games very often. [adverb modifying the other adverb often]

Fortunately, it didn’t rain. [adverb modifying the whole clause ‘it didn’t rain’ be commenting on it]

	Conjunction
	A word that joins two or more words, phrases, or clauses together.
	· Coordinating conjunctions
One-word connectors that sit between the two words, clauses, or phrases they're connecting. Examples include "and", "but", "or", "nor", "for", "so", and "yet". 
· Subordinating conjunctions
Words that join a subordinating clause to another clause or sentence. Examples include "although", "because", or "when". 


	Connective
	A connective is a word or phrase that joins other words, phrases, or clauses together. 
	And: Used to join two ideas, such as "I like tomato and carrot soup" 
Because: Used to indicate cause and effect, such as "I would have approached the witch if I had been braver" 
If: A conjunction that can be used to form conditional statements 
Then: An adverb that can be used to indicate sequence, such as "After school, I like to play with my friends" 

A connective is a word or phrase that connects clauses or sentences. A conjunction is used to link clauses within a sentence.



