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Cyber Bullying Mock Trial

USHER:	Our next case is Sonia Reed.

	(Sonia and her dad stand up)

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	Thank you for coming. What’s your name?

JAY REED: 	I’m Jay Reed. Sonia’s dad.

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	Thank you. Sit down please.
LEGAL ADVISER:	Sonia, I’m going to read out the charge to you. If there’s anything you don’t understand, tell me. You are charged that between the dates of 4th October and 20th December you sent malicious texts to Katy Hussein, in which you threatened her with harm. Furthermore, that you used an image of her on social media which has resulted in her receiving numerous messages from strangers inviting her to meet them. 

	To the offence of harassment, do you plead guilty or not guilty?

SONIA:	Not guilty. 

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	All right, please sit down Sonia; now let’s hear the case against you.

PROSECUTOR:	Katy Hussain used to be a confident and popular member of her form but lately she has refused to go to school. It turns out she’s been receiving a number of threatening texts in which she has been told that her mum drinks too much and that she’s being watched, and she’d better not go out at night. Recently, some photographs, which were taken during a sleepover, a couple of years ago have appeared on Facebook. Katy had been keeping her phone hidden, but her mum found it and took it to the police who traced the texts to Sonia Reed, who used to be a friend of Katy. 

	I’ll call Katy.

USHER:	(The Usher escorts Katy to the witness stand and takes the promise)

KATY:	‘I promise that the evidence I shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.’

PROSECUTOR:	Now I’m going to ask you some questions and I want you to answer them as well as you can. Don’t worry if you need a break at any time, we know this is difficult for you.

	You haven’t been to school for the last three months. Why is that?

KATY:	I’ve not felt well.

PROSECUTOR:	Is there any other reason?

KATY:	I’ve been afraid to.

PROSECUTOR:	Can you tell the court why that is?

KATY:	Because I know everyone hates me.  I keep getting texts telling me they do.

PROSECUTOR:	     Can you tell us what these texts have said?

KATY:	Really nasty stuff. You know. Saying my mum drinks, and she doesn’t; and that if I go out, I’m going to get beaten up. And that I’m fat and ugly. And that I smell disgusting.

PROSECUTOR:	Has anything else happened to make you afraid?

KATY:	There’s this photo that was taken while I was at a sleepover with my mates. And suddenly it’s gone up all over Facebook. And now I keep getting messages from people I do not know.

PROSECUTOR:	Do you know whom these texts are from?

KATY:	I’ve always known. They are from Sonia. I asked her to stop, and she wouldn’t. And then she made other people join in and send me texts like it too.

PROSECUTOR:	Tell me how you know the texts are from Sonia.

KATY:	The police found her number. And my brother’s really clever with computers and he tracked down the photograph that was on Facebook to her email account. 

PROSECUTOR:	Tell us about how you and Sonia know each other.

KATY:	We used to be friends. And then I started to be frightened of her so I stopped inviting her round. She wanted me to do things I didn’t want to. And since then she keeps trying to hurt me. She’s done things like ring me up at three in the morning and she keeps on and on texting me and sending me snapchat photos, even when my mum and the school told her to stop. 

PROSECUTOR:	Now the magistrates are going to be shown a list of texts that you received. I’ve got some here: 

	Everyone hates you. Your mum is a fat drunk. She needs to watch out. What do you see when you look in the mirror? I saw you stuffing your face with a doughnut. No wonder you are so fat. Did anyone tell you how much you stink out the changing rooms?

	How has it made you feel, seeing those pictures online and getting those texts?

KATY:	I just want it to stop. I hate myself now. I think the texts are true in some ways.

PROSECUTOR:	Is there any other way in which these texts and photos have affected you?

KATY:	I don’t want to look at my phone or computer anymore because of what might be on there, but I can’t help myself. I keep checking to see what else is being said about me. And I don’t like eating because she keeps telling me I’m ugly. I just don’t know what to do. And I’m scared of going out because everyone’s seen those photos.

PROSECUTOR:	I’ve no further questions, but Sonia’s solicitor might have some questions for you.

DEFENCE:	You’ve told us you know most of the texts are from Sonia. How do you know she put the picture on Facebook? 

KATY:	Because she told me in a text, and because my brother traced the picture to her emails.

DEFENCE:	If you knew it was Sonia, why didn’t you tell your teachers about it months ago?

KATY:	I did. And then she got expelled, but the texts still kept coming. I changed my phone number but she found it out. And I was frightened of what she’d do next, so I didn’t say anything else. Because it will just get even worse. You don’t know what she’s like. I just want to be friends. I just want to be left alone.

DEFENCE:	Now Sonia is going to say that you keep on sending her texts too, and that you were quite happy to have that photograph taken at the sleepover. In other words, you’re as much to blame as she is. What do you say to that?

KATY:	I know I shouldn’t have sent those texts back but I didn’t know what else to do.

DEFENCE:	I’ve no further questions.

PROSECUTOR:	Katy, were any of the texts you sent to Sonia cruel or full of bad language?

KATY:	No, I just kept on saying, please, please stop.

PROSECUTOR:	All right, Katy, you can sit at the back of the court now.

	I’d like to call Mrs Hussein, Katy’s mother

USHER:	(The Usher escorts Sara Hussein to the witness stand and takes the promise) 

SARA HUSSEIN:	‘I do solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm that the evidence I shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.’

PROSECUTOR:	Perhaps you’d describe for us what’s happened to your daughter over the last few months.

SARA HUSSEIN: 	My daughter used to be a really happy girl. She loved school and going out with her mates. Then suddenly she wouldn’t even go out of her room or let me in. And she was glued to her computer all the time. And she wouldn’t eat her meals.  She’s got really thin. And then she stopped going to school altogether. Nothing I could say would make her go in.

PROSECUTOR:	So, what did you do about it?

SARA HUSSEIN:	In the end I went into her room while she was having a shower. She’d left her phone on the bed and there were all these texts on it. Shocking, really shocking. Some of them I can’t repeat. But I remember one. You are an ugly cow. You should kill yourself.  Everybody hates you.

PROSECUTOR:	And perhaps you’d tell the court what happened then.

SARA HUSSEIN:	Jake and I spoke to her and she showed us the picture on Facebook and he managed to trace it to Sonia. Then I went to the police with the phone and they found out who’d been sending the texts.

PROSECUTOR:	I’ve no further questions but my colleague may have some.

DEFENCE:	Mrs Hussein. Do you know Sonia Reed?’

SARA HUSSEIN:	Of course I do. She used to come round to my house. She was a good friend of Katy’s

DEFENCE:	And do you know why the girls stopped being friends?

SARA HUSSEIN:	I think Katy just got a bit tired of Sonia because she was always in trouble and because she was rather cruel to Katy.

DEFENCE:	Are you sure it wasn’t the other way round? Are you sure your daughter didn’t just stop being friends and then was very unkind and cut Sonia out altogether.

SARA HUSSEIN:	No. That’s not what happened. Katy is a kind girl. She just got afraid. She told me that Sonia was hurting her and I said she should have nothing to do with her. Even so, I felt sorry for Sonia, because I know she’s on her own at home, and I used to give her tea after school, but I couldn’t put up with her hurting my Katy.

DEFENCE:	I have no further questions.

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	You may go and sit at the back of the court.

PROSECUTOR:	I’ll call Jacob Li.

USHER:	(The Usher escorts Jacob Li to the witness stand and takes the promise)

JACOB LI:	‘I promise that the evidence I shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.’

PROSECUTOR:	Now Jacob, you’re a friend of Katy and you also went to primary school with Sonia. Have you seen Katy lately?

JACOB LI:	I’ve texted her but she won’t come out.

PROSECUTOR:	Do you know why?

JACOB LI:	I don’t. But I can guess. I had all these texts from Sonia. She and I used to be good friends. And Sonia says have you noticed how fat Katy’s got lately? Do you know why she’s not at school? She’s too ugly to come out. If you want to stay on the right side of me, you should text Katy and tell her you hate her.

PROSECUTOR:	And did you text Katy that?

JACOB LI:	No. But I know other people did. We’re all afraid of Sonia. 

PROSECUTOR:	I’ve no further questions but my friend may have some.

DEFENCE:	You’re quite a big lad, Jacob. Are you really saying you’re afraid of a young girl who doesn’t even go to your school anymore?

JACOB LI:	You don’t understand. She can be really cruel. And she knows kids who are much older than her who are into drugs and stuff. She’s always telling us they’re going to beat us up, if we don’t do what she says. And she knows things, you know, what we’ve done, and she says she’s going to grass us up.

DEFENCE:	What have you done Jacob that you’re ashamed of?

PROSECUTOR:	That’s an unfair question. Jacob is not on trial here.

DEFENCE:	I’ve no further questions.

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	Jacob you can go and sit at the back of the court.

PROSECUTOR:	That completes the case for the prosecution.

DEFENCE:	I’ll call Sonia Reed.

USHER:	(The Usher escorts Sonia to the witness stand and takes the promise)

SONIA:	‘I promise that the evidence I shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.’

DEFENCE:	So, Sonia, this is your opportunity to tell your side of the story. How long have you known Katy?

SONIA:	Ever since we were at nursery together.

DEFENCE:	Do you know her well?

SONIA:	I thought she was my friend. We used to go round to each other’s houses all the time. Then one day she just drops me.

DEFENCE:	What do you mean by that?

SONIA:	She tells me she doesn’t want to be my friend any more. And she tells other people not to have anything to do with me.

DEFENCE:	How do you know?

SONIA:	Because they told me. And then I had to leave school, because she said I was bullying her and I wasn’t. She told lies about me. She said it was me who’d nicked a mobile out of the girls’ changing room.

DEFENCE:	Now let’s talk about these text messages. You’re not denying that you sent them, are you?
SONIA:	I sent some of them.  Not all.

DEFENCE:	And you’re not denying what they say.

SONIA:	Yeah. But it was just a joke. She shouldn’t take it so seriously. And anyway, she was saying horrible things about me.

DEFENCE:	Did you keep any of her messages?

SONIA:	Some, but then I lost my phone. Anyway, they weren’t worth keeping. They were pathetic.

DEFENCE:	So why did you send so many messages to Katy?

SONIA:	I wanted her to be my friend. We all send messages to each other all the time. I was just joking. I don’t understand why I’m here. If she hadn’t taken them so seriously it would have been fine.

DEFENCE:	What about the photograph on Facebook?

SONIA:	That was just a joke too. I don’t understand why she’s making such a fuss. She looks really nice in it.

DEFENCE:	I’ve no further questions but my friend may have some.

PROSECUTOR:	Sonia, in interview you’ve admitted sending these texts and photos but you claim that they were just for fun. I’m going to read a few more to the court: 

	I hate you. Fat, ugly, cow. You should see yourself. Everyone hates you and they hate your mum. Something bad is going to happen to her. Greasy stinking hair. Fashion freak. Drink poison, why don’t you. At least then you’d be thin. If you go out today, something very bad is going to happen to you. 
	
	Tell me what you think is fun about those?

SONIA:	Like I said. They were a joke. You should see what people text me.

PROSECUTOR:	The school asked you to stop bullying Katy. It was one of the reasons why you had to leave school. And then you found out she’d stopped going to school. You texted: Now you’re really scared. Good. Stay in your room. It’s all you’re worth. Nobody wants to see you.’

SONIA:	So?

PROSECUTOR:	You knew she had stopped going to school. Why did you carry on texting?

SONIA:	Like I said, it was a game. I didn’t mean any harm

PROSECUTOR:	And again, she asked you to take the photograph down from your Facebook page, and you didn’t. Why was that?

SONIA:	I didn’t know how.

PROSECUTOR:	I’ve no further questions.

DEFENCE:	You said sending those texts was a game. What did you mean by that?

SONIA:	I was dead bored. How would you feel if you had nothing to do all day? And anyway, she was the one who’d got me excluded. But I didn’t mean her any harm. It was only texts. I never touched her.

DEFENCE:	You threatened that if she went out something would happen to her. What did you mean?

SONIA:	Nothing. She knew I wouldn’t do anything. What could I do to her? I don’t know why she took it all so seriously.

DEFENCE:	Thank you, Sonia. Unless the magistrates have any further questions?

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	We just want to know; how did you find out Katy’s new number?

SONIA:	I just asked someone else I knew. It was easy.

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	We have no further questions. You may sit down.

DEFENCE:	I’ll call Tom Reed

USHER:	(The Usher escorts Tom Reed to the witness stand and takes the promise)

TOM:	‘I promise that the evidence I shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.’

DEFENCE:	Now you’re Sonia’s cousin. Perhaps you’d tell us why you’re here.

TOM:	I just wanted to stand up for Sonia. She’s a really good girl. I feel sorry for her. She’s my cousin and she’s on her own a lot. But she wouldn’t mean anyone any harm. She’s really nice with my baby sister.

DEFENCE:	Did you know she’d been sending malicious texts?

TOM:	Of course not. She wouldn’t do anything like that. She wouldn’t hurt anyone.

DEFENCE:	I believe you go the same school as Sonia and Katy. Perhaps you’d tell me, is it common for pupils to send each other text messages?

TOM:	Of course, they do it all the time. We’re used to it. It’s the way things are. Nobody takes any notice of them.

DEFENCE:	I’ve no further questions but my friend may have some.

PROSECUTOR:	So, you’re saying that sending unpleasant texts, with threatening messages is common. 

TOM:	Yeah. I got one the other day, threatening me with bad stuff if I came to court. I took no notice. That’s why I’m here.

PROSECUTOR:	And how did that text make you feel? 

TOM:	Well, I didn’t like it, but that’s the way it is.
	
PROSECUTOR:	I’ve no further questions

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	You may go and sit at the back of the court.

DEFENCE:	I’ve no further witnesses, unless I can be of any further help to your Worships.

LEGAL ADVISER:	Does the prosecutor have anything you want to say in summary?

PROSECUTOR:	Only to say that Sonia hasn’t denied that she sent the texts, or that she put the photograph on Facebook. I’d say she knew exactly what she was doing when she sent them. She wanted to hurt Katy, and she succeeded. 

DEFENCE:	I’d like to address the court. Sonia is a young girl of fourteen. She lives with her dad who works nights. She’s recently been excluded from school, which she finds very hard. She’s been very open with the court and explained why she sent the texts – for fun, she said, and because she wanted to punish Katy a bit. She never expected her to be really hurt by them. 

	I would urge the court to find her not guilty of harassment. 

	For someone to be guilty of harassment they have to set out to cause alarm or distress. It’s quite clear that Sonia had no such intention. She was just texting her old friend because she was lonely. 

	You’ve heard Tom say that people are texting each other all the time. It’s really over the top to find a young girl guilty of a criminal offence just because she’s doing exactly the same thing as her friends. 

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	The bench will retire.

USHER:	Will the court please stand.


MIC PRESENTER:	Now, while the magistrates make their decision, I’d like you to work in threes for a moment. As if you were the magistrates, decide whether Sonia is guilty or innocent and give the reasons from the information heard in court. She’s not denying sending the texts, but she says they were just for fun, and because Katy kept texting her.


PLEASE DON’T TURN OVER YET





PRESIDING JUSTICE:	Sonia stand up please. We find you guilty of harassment because we think you were bullying Katy by sending her malicious texts and posting that photograph on Facebook. 

	We think you deliberately set out to frighten and upset Katy. We think you knew exactly what you were doing when you sent the texts, and that you wanted to hurt her.

	We believe that her life has been badly affected by the texts, that she has stopped eating and is afraid of going out. Also, that she believed her mother was in danger. Sit down please.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MIC PRESENTER:	(Explain) So you’ll see that the magistrates have found that Sonia deliberately set out to hurt Katy, and that Katy suffered a great deal in consequence. Now, we’ll see what’s going to happen to Sonia.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PROSECUTOR:	I’m asking for Sonia to pay the costs of a trial - £100.00. I would also remind the bench that she already has two Youth cautions for similar things she has done.

DEFENCE:	You have already heard a great deal about Sonia during the trial. She is a child, who has a spent a lot time at home on her own.  She has been +expelled from her school and I would ask you to take this into account when sentencing her.

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	Sonia stand up please. As this is Sonia’s first criminal offence, we agree to making a Referral Order for six months.

	A Referral Order means that Sonia will have to give up time she normally spends enjoying herself and attend a special meeting with the Youth Offending Team. Her father will have to go too. They will decide how best she can be dealt with for her criminal behaviour, helped not to offend again and they will decide how she can make up for what she’s done.

	She will have to a sign a contract in which she agrees to stop doing certain things and work hard at doing the right things. There will be specific exercises for her to do, like making a proper apology to Katy. She and her parents will have meetings, and maybe classes, to attend to try to work out why she’s getting into all this trouble.

	But let me warn you very clearly: if you don’t keep to the contract you’re going to sign and work hard to become a better person, you can be brought back to court and the magistrates will want to know why you are not working hard to be a better person. If they think you have not tried hard enough, they could extend the length of the Referral Order up to twelve months, fine you or your parents up to £2,500 or cancel the Referral Order and give you a much harder sentence.

	It has cost the prosecution a lot of money to bring this case because of what you did. They have asked for £100 towards their costs and that will have to be paid, but because Sonia has no money, her father will pay the £100. 

	Mr Reed, you will pay and get the money back from Sonia either through her pocket money or making her do extra work for the good of her family.

	Do you both understand?

JAY REED:	Yes.

SONIA REED:	Yes.

PRESIDING JUSTICE:	Sit down Sonia. I would like to make a further statement. Although this case deals with the nasty way that some people can treat others, it should not have occurred in this way because all the children involved in this case were too young to hold social media accounts.
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